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St. Philip Spirit 



Ministry Life 

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 

Over and over again throughout the past few years we have heard from our 
sisters and brothers who live with mental illness and their loved ones that 
access to mental health services and support in our community is limited or 
systemically ineffective.   

In the process of completing and celebrating our ministry of the Community 
Dinner, we have tried to discern what is a more pressing need in our        
community that we can use our gifts. We have tried to open our ears and 
hearts to listen.   

We have had listening sessions in our congregation, where folks talked about the concerns in their 
lives and in the lives of those they love. They talked about access to mental health services. They 
talked about feeling like they couldn’t talk about mental illness in church. They felt unsupported when 
their loved ones were struggling. They talked about negative experiences with police who are called in 
crisis situations. They talked about the lack of hospital beds in the area. 

And we’ve listened to police chiefs and officers, statewide policy makers and executives. They 
talked about the lack of access to training sessions. They talked about the lack of options of 
area services to take folks experiencing crisis, aside from the emergency room, particularly 
with statewide budget cuts to agencies.  

We’ve listened to social service agency executive directors, hospital executives, medical 
professionals, and school professionals. They talked about lack of funding and the need 
for better coordination between emergency and long-term care.  

We also have looked around at so many of the ministries we already sponsor, host, or support: 

 thirteen Alcoholics Anonymous groups and one overeaters anonymous group 

 a Memory Loss Caregivers Support Group 

 a giving tree for families who use the mental health and support services of Youth Services of Glenview/
Northbrook 

 our work with United Power to get our police trained in Crisis Intervention Team Training and with 
Josselyn Center to establish a crisis stabilization center in the area 

It’s almost as though God was already showing us where we are called to continue serving but in a far more 
intentional way. Mental illness has a broad range of diagnoses and degrees of severity.  Approximately 1 in 5 
adults in the US experiences mental illness in a given year and approximately 1 in 25 adults in the US       
experiences a serious mental illness in a given year that substantially interferes with or limits one or more 
major life activities.  

We will never be clinicians of mental health in a medical way, though we can partner and support with those 
who do provide that.  But I’m increasingly convinced that we ARE practitioners of hope, of love, and of the 
core identity that everyone is a beautiful child of God and is worthy of health, wholeness, and life. 

We are looking to develop a mental health ministry team to help us dream about and coordinate our efforts 
to more substantially reduce the stigma associated with mental illness in our congregation and the            
community as well as support those who are living with mental illness or have a family member or friend with 
mental illness. If you have a passion for such caring and service ministries, please talk with Pastor Kyle. 



Spiritual Life 

CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE 

PUBLIC CHURCH POP-UP PARTY 

 Sanctuary doors - They have been replaced. Thank you LuAnn for leading this project! 

 Roof - Bob Blackstone is leading this team. They have received five proposals from reputable 
roofers and selected two for a second review. They will select one, obtain 
council approval of the final contract and budget, and be scheduled as one 
of the first jobs when the weather breaks in spring. 

 Automatic front door - On order. 

 Assisted hearing - On Order. 

A more detailed update on all projects will be given at our annual congregational 
meeting on Jan. 29, 2017. 

Any questions on any projects, ask Steve Parks. 

 

PROPOSED RIC WELCOME  STATEMENT 

God loves you as you are - your race, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
marital status, age, socio-economic and employment status, physical and 

mental ability, political affiliation, and religious background -  and so do we! 
You are welcome here! 

 

 

 Networking for Public Church Leadership  
Saturday, January 21, 2017 | Noon – 2:00 p.m. 

 St. Philip Lutheran Church Free lunch and refreshments 

 

Actively Listening in Our Community 

Rev. Kyle Severson, St Philip Lutheran Church 

Insight from Christian-Muslim Engagement 

Carol Hurd, LSTC and Center for Christian-Muslim 
Engagement for Peace and Justice  

 

Please RSVP by January 19 to 
Elise Anderson at 

ila.anderson@lstc.edu 

 

Hear from LSTC students and faculty, local pastors, 
community leaders and others on what is going on 
in our communities and what we can do together 
to make our community better. 



Outreach 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

Northfield Township Food Pantry 

“The Northfield Township Food Pantry was started close to 50 years ago to 

assist Township residents who are unable to provide enough food for  

themselves and their families. No tax dollars are used to supply the Pantry. 

The Pantry is  sustained entirely by residents, civic organizations, schools, 

businesses and the faith community who generously donate food items, 

grocery store cards and cash. The Pantry's mission is simple:  Hunger is  

Unacceptable in Our Community.” St. Philip has a basket by the door for any items you would like to donate 

to the pantry or you can take them directly to the pantry on Waukegan Road. 

Wednesday, February 15 

Choose from two sessions: 

12—2 pm 

6—7:30 pm 
You will need to sign up in 

advance. Sign up sheet will be 

posted in hallway shortly. 

Located at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Mount  Prospect, 

PADS is served by St. Philip 5-6 times a year. We provide food 

for a meal  with some additional breakfast and lunch items 

and we serve the evening meal.  

We will next be serving on Monday, January 16. A sign up 

sheet for food donations is posted in the hallway. It is the men’s turn to serve. Food items must be brought 

to St. Philip by 5:30 pm on the day of serving. A car pool will then take the food and the servers to St. Mark’s. 

If you are available to serve, please let either Megan Bratkovich or Ron Branstrom know. 

 

 

 Are you newer to St. Philip? 

 Are you looking for ways to engage your faith more 

through this congregation? 

 Would you like to find out more about how together 

we serve, grow together as a family, and support this 

important work God is doing through us? 

 Would you like to become a member of St. Philip? 

  

Saturday, January 21st 

10 am until noon 
 

We'll have a light brunch, good conversation, and time to 

think about what your next steps might be here at St. 

Philip! 

 

For more information, please talk with Pastor Kyle!  



St. Philip Life 

FAMILY NEWS 

To my St. Philip family, 

On Oct. 23rd, it was just another Sunday to most of you, but for me, it 

was the anniversary of the loss of my son , Peter.  Little did I know 

when I awoke that morning I would be challenging my church friends 

yet, no one knows what a new day will bring.  I want to thank each and 

everyone of you for accepting my challenge to "sock it to me".  You are 

amazing! 

With that said, this is only the beginning...it is up to each and          

everyone of you to challenge yourselves to continue to spread God's word 

for that is what this is all about.  Challenge yourself to come  together 

and reach out to just one person, to just one family to join you in this 

amazing cause.  Jesus asks us to gather the little children to come on to him. We are all his  children and 

we do not have a day to waste. 

After New Years Day, God willing, I will be traveling south to The Villages in Florida for four months.  I've 

been blessed to be part of a congregation, Hope Lutheran Church.  They grew from a  handful in 1997 to 

nearly 2000 members. Yet, size alone does not determine success...deeds do. Hope faces the same challenges 

as our St. Philip does.  The future of both churches depends on reaching out to the unchurched, the doubters, 

the young, and the old.  Jesus died on a cross for our sins.  The challenge now is to reach out to all whom 

have fallen away, to those who deny, to all who really desire to make a difference in this troubled world     

of ours. 

The challenge is in your hands, in your words, in your hearts. 

May God continue to bless each and every one of you.   Diana 

Ladies Bunco 
Bunco is a simple dice game that those new to the game can pick up quickly within a few 

minutes. It is a chance to socialize with the ladies of St. Philip in a fun and entertaining           
environment.  Ladies Bunco is held every other month and hosted by different members of our 

congregation. Our next Bunco Night is: Friday, January 13 at 7:30 pm  - Pam Blackstone is hosting.  
A sign up sheet is in the hallway. It is $10 to play - a percentage of which goes into the church funds and the 

rest into the prize pot. Ladies - we hope you will come and join us!  

Lunch Bunch 
This year, in place of “Dose of Dining” we will have non-hosted luncheons - “Lunch Bunch” -  at 
different restaurants with individual signups, dutch treat.  This event is open to all, please invite 

your friends and neighbors. Luncheons will be on the third Thursday every other month. Our first “Lunch 
Bunch” will be February 16, 2017. A signup sheet will be posted shortly.  

FELLOWSHIP 



Worship 

WORSHIP SERVERS THIS SEASON 

Date 
Comm. 

Assistants 
Sacristan Reader Ushers Greeter 

AV  

Assistant 
Coffee 

Jan 8 LuAnn/Pam Elaine Clyde Jack/Rita LuAnn Melanie Mary 

Jan 15 Jack/Mike Elaine Nancy Pam/Bob Pam Clyde Maxine 

Jan 22 Don/Melanie Elaine Bonnie Lyle/Gayle Gemma Megan Rita 

Jan 29 Ron/Rita Elaine Ellen B. Sharon/Bill LuAnn Michael W. Carol/Phyllis 

Feb 5 LuAnn/Mike Maxine Elaine Pam/Bob Sharon Melanie Nancy 

Feb 12 Don/LuAnn Maxine Clyde Gayle/Lyle Ron Megan LuAnn/Donna 

Feb 19 Pam/Terri Maxine Megan Sharon/Bill Mimi Michael W. OPEN 

Feb 26 Don/Melanie Maxine Bonnie Doug/Lynne Melanie Clyde OPEN 

MUSIC NEWS 

From the Minister of Music: 
Now that the holidays have come and gone, everything is 
starting to wind down and we are getting back into the swing 
of things, I would encourage you to think about participating 
in the Music Ministry here at St. Philip. There are several 
different ways you can do this:  

 

 Sing in the choir -  even if you can’t attend every practice or every Sunday that’s alright we would love to 
have you sing with us whenever it is possibly for you to be there.  

 Sing or play a solo during worship - or be part of an ensemble or smaller group.  
 Be part of a hand bell group -  We are going to start up the hand bell group here at St. Philip and we need 

as many interested ringers that we can get. You don’t have to read music to join. Free music instruction 
will be included during the hand bell rehearsals. I would love to have the hand bell group perform for 
Easter Sunday worship.  

 Play as part of an organ piano duet - or play descants along with the hymns.  

 

If you have any interest in participating in any musical activities please contact me, Kjel Hanson. We would 
love to hear you!  Kjel 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sundays  9 am  Worship with Holy Communion 

Wednesdays  6:45 pm GLOW Midweek Worship    

UPCOMING 

Sunday, January 22: Presentation of the Financial Plan for Mission and Vision 

Sunday, January 29: Annual Congregational Meeting 



Faith Formation 

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesdays 9 am   Men’s Bible Study: Thursdays 10 am  
We study the upcoming readings for our Sunday worship service so that we can hear them with greater depth. 

BIBLE STUDIES 

GLOW—God’s Love On Wednesdays 

5:15—6:30 pm  Intergenerational Faith Formation (Dates below) 
 Session Two: God Speaks into Creation  Jan 11, 18, 25, Feb 1  

6:45-7:15 pm   Midweek Worship (every week) 
7:30-8:30 pm   Choir Rehearsal  (every week) 
8:30-9:30 pm       Adult Bible Study (every week) 
For the next six weeks, we will use a book entitled Together By Grace: Introducing 
the Lutherans to inspire our conversation. You need not necessarily read the chapter 
to join us for a session but you are more than welcome to borrow a copy of the book 
from the church or   purchase your own from augsburgfortress.org or 

smile.amazon.com (selecting St. Philip Lutheran Church as your charitable organization!) 

These sessions will take us on a journey across this broad landscape of faith and time. Newcomers will find 
intriguing entry points, and lifelong Lutherans will discover new dimensions. Whether it’s a passion for a 
grace-filled theology, worship and music that lift spirits, or a deep concern for wholeness and justice,          
Lutherans are engaged in the world, alongside other Christians and those of various faiths. 

God’s passion—to bring all things together by grace, to make us alive together with Christ—makes possible a 
life of living, daring confidence in God’s grace. Together. 

ADULT FORUM 

HONORING OUR NEIGHBORS FAITH –  

Feb 5: Introductory Session on Non-denominational Christianity 

Feb 12: Visit to new Willow Creek North Shore 

One of the fastest growing groups of Christians call themselves “non-denominational,” that 
is not associated with Lutheranism, Episcopalism, Methodism, Presbyterianism, Baptist,  
Roman Catholic, etc. Willow Creek, which has had a location in Glenview for over ten years 

now, has opened a new worship center. We will talk about their core beliefs and experience their worship. 

ELCA SOCIAL STATEMENT ON MENTAL HEALTH – Feb 19, Feb 26 

As part of our focus this year on mental health and the increased need for supports in 
our community, we will take two weeks to study the ELCA’s 2012 Social Message          
entitled, “The Body of Christ and Mental  Illness.” This document seeks to raise       
awareness of the challenges of mental illness, offer reflection and direction, and inspire 
action. We’ll read portions together and talk about how we might take action in    
breaking down the stigma attached to mental illness and partner with other                
organizations in the community to address this need. 

Jan 11 – The Faith We Confess 

Jan 18 – From the 16th Century to Today 

Jan 25 – Worship & the Arts 

Feb 1 – Faith Active in Love 

Feb 8 – Being Lutheran Together in a Wider World 

Feb 15 – GLOW Serve @ Feed My Starving Children 

Feb 22 – Voices and Places: Stories from the Global 
Lutheran Family 



St. Philip Lutheran Church 

1609 Pfingsten Road 

Glenview IL 60025 

Church Leadership and Staff 

The Rev. Kyle Severson 

Pastor 

pastorkyle@stphilipglenview.org 
 

Gemma Batty 

Parish Administrator / Faith Formation 

gemma@stphilipglenview.org 
 

Kjel Hanson 

Minister of Music 

music@stphilipglenview.org 
 

Barb Kit-Mitalo 

Bookkeeper 
 

Mary Roth 

Financial Secretary/Fellowship 

 

Terri Schlangen Mutual Ministry 

Season Due Date for Items 

Lent Feb 13, 2017 

Holy Week/

Easter 
Mar 24, 2017 

Pentecost I May 12, 2017 

Pentecost II Aug 18, 2017 

Advent/

Christmas 
Nov 10, 2017 

Epiphany Dec 29, 2017 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Steve Parks Council President / 

Fellowship / Mutual Ministry 

 

LuAnn Jones Vice President / 

Property 

 

Melanie Chavin Secretary /  

Worship and Music 

 

Jack Taylor Treasurer / Finance /  

Communication 

 

Mike Bratkovich Faith Formation 

 

Pam Blackstone Outreach 

 

Ellen Sypura Stewardship 

Email: info@stphilipglenview.org   Phone: (847) 998-1946  Web: www.stphilipglenview.org 


